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ESTIMATING THE A-WEIGHTED SOUND LEVEL WITH A WALKAWAY TEST

 
There are many situations where you wish to determine the sound level and a sound level meter is not available.  There is a simple test that permits you to make a reasonable estimate of the sound level, whether masking or background.

Step 1


Find an open area where there are not nearby walls (not a hallway), an open office aisle is excellent.  Normally the area will have a 2x4 suspended ceiling grid which will be the ruler.

Step 2


Have one of the employees stand at one point facing you and read some text material at a conversational voice level (that which might be used on the telephone).  There is a tendency for that person to project to reach you, and that must be avoided.

Step 3


You and your client should face the person talking and slowly back up until you have difficulty understanding the speech.  Use the number of ceiling tiles as the ruler and determine the distance in feet.

Step 4


Consult the chart on the next page to determine the approximate A-Weighted sound level.
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